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COLUMNAR SECTION  (Left)  of  Upper 
Devonian Alamo Breccia type area,  and 
photo (above) of chaotic mix of carbonate 
clasts and intact blocks  within “B-Unit” of 
Alamo Breccia at Hancock Summit,  
Pahranagat Range, Nevada, to be visited 
during  2013 Fall Field Trip. (hammer 30 cm 
length). 
Graphic and photo courtesy of  field trip co-leader 
Asst. Prof. Mara Brady, CSU-Fresno. 
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    PS-SEPM   President’s  Message 
 
   
Dear Members, 
 
 The past year, my first year serving as the President of PS-SEPM, has gone by very quickly, making me a 
firm believer in the old adage that “time flies when you’re having fun.” The “fun” has been participating in and 
planning field trips, attending meetings, and working with the other members of the PS-SEPM Executive 
Committee on various issues and projects. I should add right here that my job could not be accomplished without 
the reliable assistance of the members of the Executive Committee who have the experience of administering the 
PS-SEPM that presidents serving for one or two years just don’t have. So, thank-you Adam, Eric, Mario, Wayne, 
Mara, and Tony; you have been extremely helpful to me and the president’s job would be impossible without your 
support. 
 The joint meeting with PS-AAPG last April in Monterey was a total success thanks to the leadership of 
Andrea Fildani of Chevron and others who planned and recruited leaders for various technical sessions, short 
courses and field trips. Thank-you Andrea! At that meeting, we presented Honorary Memberships to Bob Garrison 
of UC Santa Cruz and Don Lowe of Stanford, at a reception supported by Shell Oil. We are now planning and 
looking forward to the 2014 joint meeting with PS-AAPG that will be in Bakersfield from April 27-30. 
Jonathan Allen of Chevron is our convention coordinator, and he has lined up a very exciting program. We are 
looking forward to another successful meeting.  
 One of the valuable functions of PS-SEPM is to conduct field trips, and we have some exceptional ones 
planned for the future. John Warme (Colorado School of Mines) and Mara Brady (CSU, Fresno) are leading a 
Devonian Alamo Breccia field trip in south-central Nevada from October 4-6. Information regarding the trip 
and registration forms are presently available on the PS-SEPM web site. Space is limited on this trip so make 
your plans early. I am sure that there will be many interesting discussions during the trip regarding the 
interpretation that the Alamo Breccia resulted from a bolide impact. 
 I share with each of you, I am sure, a great sadness in the recent passing of our long-time PS-SEPM  
Emeritus Advisor and Inspirational Guide, Gene Fritsche. He will forever remain with us in spirit, however, and 
has left a tremendous legacy to not only this organization over his many years of service, but also to all of his many 
students, colleagues and friends. He will be greatly missed, but PS-SEPM will continue to memorialize and 
remember him through a theme session and field trip in his honor planned for the 2014 Bakersfield joint 
convention. A memorial hike in the Santa Monica Mountains on Saturday October 12 is also planned by CSU-
Northridge in Gene’s honor. 
  In summary it has been my pleasure to serve the membership of PS-SEPM during 2013, and I look 
forward to serving in this role for another year. One of the great benefits of this position is that I get to meet you 
folks and your students at the meetings and field trips. Also, I have been involved in the planning of the interesting 
field trips that we conduct and I can assure you that we have some exciting trips planned for future years. I hope 
that you will plan to attend these and other PS-SEPM events. 
 
 
Tom Anderson 
Emeritus Professor, Sonoma State University 
Adjunct Professor, University of Nevada, Reno 
PS-SEPM  President  2013-2014 
 
 

                                                

     
 



 

 

 

   A. Eugene Fritsche:  1936  -  2013 
 
          
 

      
Gene discussing a paleogeographic model in his                Gene demonstrating that we geologists look 
favorite location:  the field     great when we dress up. 
 
 
 
Dr. A. Eugene Fritsche, our amazing, well-respected and beloved  PS-SEPM Emeritus Senior Advisor,  
passed away on July 7, 2013. Gene joined the California State University - Northridge Department of 
Geological Sciences in Fall 1963, after receiving his Ph.D. from UCLA. He twice served as Department 
Chair, retired in Spring 2000 and was immediately granted Emeritus Professor status. Gene was a native 
of Los Angeles and grew up with love of the hills and complex geology that surrounded him. Although he 
traveled to every continent on Earth, always fascinated with the rocks and geology that he saw, the 
geology of southern California remained his lifelong passion. Gene was a caring teacher who made his 
students strive for the best, a strong mentor and role model for his research students, a leader in shaping 
the path of the department for decades, and a legend in the world of southern California geology.  
 
Gene provided 18 years of exceptional and unwavering dedication and service to the PS-SEPM, including 
the past six years of his life as our Senior Advisor, providing those of us on the Executive Committee 
with much-appreciated guidance. He served as our President for three years, Newsletter Editor for four 
years, and Managing Editor for six years. He served on the coordinating committees of numerous PS-
SEPM conventions over the years, including acting as Genera Chairman as recently as last April, for our 
annual joint convention with Pacific Section AAPG, despite his illness He also led or co-led dozens of our 
field trips over four decades, and was lead or co-editor, co-author and compiler of many seminal  PS-
SEPM publications, including important topical volumes concerning tectonics and sedimentation in the 
eastern Santa Ynez Range (Pub #9; Depositional Environments Along Upper Sespe Creek, 1978;  Pub 
#74, Eocene Rocks of Upper Sespe Creek Area, 1994), the Santa Monica Mountains (Pub #72, Middle 



 

 

Tertiary Rocks of the Santa Monica Mountains, 1993), San Joaquin Hills and Santa Ana Mountains 
foothills (Pub# 106, Geology of Orange County, California and The Irvine Ranch National Natural 
Landmark, 2008), the Cuyama Basin (Pub #59, Tertiary Tectonics and Sedimentation in the Cuyama 
Basin, 1988), the lower Paleozoic of the White-Inyo Mountains (Field Guide #1, 1976)  and  the 
legendary Pacific Coast Paleogeography Field Symposia  (Pub #7, Paleozoic Paleogeography of the 
Western United States, 1977;  Pub #75, Cenozoic Paleogeography of the Western United States 2; 1995).  
It is no surprise, then, with such dedication to PS-SEPM, that our society’s Lifetime Achievement Award 
was created in his honor, with Gene himself as its’ first recipient. It is also no wonder, then, that Professor 
Steve Graham of Stanford probably said it best and most eloquently, when he stated that “Gene was an 
institution unto himself”. 
 
Equally important in his life were his family and the incredible adventures they shared for more than 50 
years. His service to his fellow men and woman through Habitat for Humanity and other aid agencies 
improved the lives of many, and his kindness and humor touched their lives forever leaving happy 
memories.  We will post details about this in early September. His loving and intrepid wife, Sue, said that 
Gene so enjoyed teaching geology at CSUN; and even though his life was a little shorter than we would 
have liked, he had a very happy and adventurous life with all his world travels and his many, many 
service projects. You can send memories of Gene to geology@csun.edu, and we will pass them on to Sue. 
 
The Department will commemorate the life of Gene on Saturday, October 12 by hiking the final leg of 
GeoTrek I, a 13-mile walk that will include Sandstone Peak, the highest point in the Santa Monica 
Mountains, and end at the beach at Point Mugu. All are welcome to come on the hike and to the 
informal commemoration at Pt. Mugu at the end of the hike. We will have refreshments to share as we 
share our memories of Gene. More details about this will be posted in late September. You can re-visit 
GeoTrek I with Gene’s photos and commentary: 
http://www.csun.edu/geology/Field_Trips/SMM_Hike/smmhikeindex.htm 
 
 
Thank you, Gene for all that you were and all that you shared with us. You’ll 
live in our hearts always! 
 
 

                     
                 Typical Gene:  Expressing his exuberance for the wonders of geology. 

mailto:geology@csun.edu
http://www.csun.edu/geology/Field_Trips/SMM_Hike/smmhikeindex.htm


 

 6 

 
 

PS-SEPM    2013  Fall   Field   Trip  
 

 
 

PS-SEPM Fall Field Trip: October 4-6, 2013 

DEVONIAN CARBONATE PLATFORM OF EASTERN NEVADA: FACIES, 
SURFACES, CYCLES, SEQUENCES, REEFS, AND THE CATACLYSMIC 

ALAMO IMPACT BRECCIA. 

Trip Leaders: John E. Warme (Evergreen, Colorado) and  
Mara E. Brady (Fresno State, mebrady@csufresno.edu)   

 
Devonian limestone and dolostone formations are superbly exposed in numerous mountain 
ranges of southeastern Nevada. The Devonian is as thick as 1500 m there and reveals 
continuous exposures of a classic, long-lived, shallow-water carbonate platform. Our two-day 
field excursion will be to Devonian outcrops easily reached from the settlement of Alamo, 
Nevada, ~100 mi (~160 km) north of Las Vegas. Emphasis will be on carbonate-platform 
lithostratigraphy, but includes overviews of the conodont biochronology that is crucial for 
regional and global correlations.  These formations are mainly composed of hundreds of partial 
to complete shallowing-upward Milankovitch-scale cycles and are grouped into sequences 

mailto:mebrady@csufresno.edu
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bounded by regionally significant surfaces. Dolomitization in the Lower Devonian Sevy 
Dolostone and Middle Devonian Simonson Dolostone appears to be linked to exposure 
surfaces and related underlying karst intervals. The less-altered Upper Devonian Guilmette 
Formation exhibits characteristic shallowing-upward limestone-to-dolostone cycles that 
contain typical carbonate-platform fossil- and ichnofossil-assemblages, displays stacked 
biostromes and bioherms of flourishing stromatoporoid sponges and sparse corals, and is 
punctuated by channeled quartzose sandstones. The Guilmette Formation also contains a 
completely exposed ~50-m-thick buildup that is constructed mainly of stromatoporoids, with 
an exposed and karstified crest. This buildup exemplifies such Devonian structures known 
from surface and hydrocarbon-bearing subsurface locations worldwide. 

Of special interest is the stratigraphically anomalous Alamo Breccia that represents the Middle 
Member of the Guilmette. This spectacular cataclysmic megabreccia, interpreted as produced 
by a bolide strike ~382 million years ago on the Cordilleran miogeocline platform, is as thick 
as 100 m where we will study it. The Breccia may be the best exposed proven impact debris 
field on Earth. It contains widespread intervals created by the seismic shock, ejecta curtain, 
tsunami surge, runoff and probable continental margin collapse  generated by a major marine 
impact. 

Travel & Logistics: Participants should plan to arrive Friday night for a Saturday 8am start of 
the two-day field excursion. Registration (details to be posted shortly) will include a complete 
printed field guide.  

On Saturday, the group will visit Hancock Summit, where participants can observe and 
discuss (1) carbonate facies, cycles, and surfaces and (2) the Alamo Breccia and its bolide 
impact signatures.  

On Sunday, we will visit Silver Canyon, where participants will investigate (1) the upper 
interval of the Alamo Breccia, which contains large clasts of platform carbonates and clasts of 
impact lapillistone; and (2) exceptional exposure of a carbonate buildup (Reso’s Reef), 
lithologies that interfinger with the buildup, and the karstified crest at the top of the buildup. 

 

                                       



 

 8 

 



 

 9 

FIELD TRIP INFORMATION 
 
Field Trip Goals 
 
1. The first goal of this field excursion is to traverse sections of carbonate platform rocks and 

review the common characteristics expressed in these sections. Main features are fossils, 
sedimentary structures, and different kinds of stratigraphic surfaces. A major topic of 
interest, discussion, and interpretation will be the character and genesis of what appear to be 
stacked sedimentary cycles that embrace thick sections of these formations. 

2. The second goal is to recognize features that have special meaning for interpreting the 
history of these carbonate rocks. Examples are stratigraphic intervals that are discolored, 
coarsely recrystallized, dolomitized, vuggy, karstified, deformed, or brecciated. Such features 
are not uncommon, and can be recognized and used for interpretation of both original 
platform environments and for subsequent geologic history upon burial.  

3. The third goal is to separate these expectable primary and secondary features from a totally 
unanticipated and non-intuitive sedimentary interval within the Guilmette Formation, the 
Alamo Breccia, that was generated instantaneously by a Late Devonian bolide. This feature 
crops out in most ranges of the study area, and is traversed on both field trip stops. 

 
General Information: 
 
All participants are responsible for their own transportation and lodging.  Secure your 
lodging reservations as soon as possible to guarantee a room. Pleasant weather is expected but 
not guaranteed; be prepared for hot temperatures during the day, cold temperatures in the 
evening (max temp ~75-85°F, min temp ~30-40°F) and the possibility of rain. Each day, the 
group will meet at the Crystal Springs Rest Area before departing for the field sites (directions 
below).  Each day, the field stops will include moderate hikes with an optional strenuous hike to 
view additional features and outcrop. High clearance vehicles with full-size spare tires are 
necessary for driving on the dirt roads to the field sites.  Parking spots will be limited at the field 
stops, so carpooling from your lodging venue is strongly encouraged.  Carpooling will be 
facilitated by a central meeting location at the beginning and end of each day.  
 
Recommended Field Gear 
 
Bring clothes that you don’t mind getting dirty/ripped. Be prepared for a range of temperatures/conditions.  

• Sturdy hiking boots (with ankle support and 
good traction) (sandals and lightweight 
shoes NOT recommended) and 2nd pair of 
shoes in case 1st pair gets wet 

• Pants to protect against sharp rocks and 
plants 

• Layers and warm clothes for cool evenings 
• Layers and lightweight clothes for warm days 
• Sunscreen 
• Sunhat and sunglasses  

• Rain gear 
• Water bottles or camelback (at least 2 liter 

capacity, 4 liters recommended) 
• Rock hammer (optional) 
• Day pack (big enough to carry field gear, 

lunch, camera, water, and extra clothing) 
• Hand lens  
• HCL 10% solution acid bottles 
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Lodging Options 
 
There are a limited number of lodging options available, all reasonably priced, in the Alamo area. 
Each participant is responsible for securing his/her own lodging reservations as soon as 
possible, as rooms may fill up quickly. Sharing rooms with other participants is strongly 
encouraged to save on cost and to ensure rooms are available for all participants.  
 

A block of rooms has been reserved at each hotel for field trip participants, available on a first 
come-first serve basis. Call for reservations and mention that you are part of PS-SEPM to 
secure the rates listed below.  The reserved block of rooms will be released on September 20, 
2013.  
 

(1) Alamo Inn: http://www.alamoinn-nevada.com/ 
• Clean and comfortable rooms, wi-fi, coffee in the morning 
• Address: 300 N. US Highway 93, Alamo, NV 89001 (~12.5 miles Crystal Springs) 
• Phone: #775-725-3371 
• Estimated price range: $47-51/night single occupancy ($4 per extra person/night) 

  
(2) Windmill Ridge: http://www.wind-mill-ridge.com/ 

• Clean and comfortable, individual-themed cabins, restaurant & bakery on site 
• Address: US Hwy 93, Windmill Circle, Alamo, NV 89001 (~11 mi from Crystal 

Springs) 
• Phone: #775-725-3686 
• Estimated price range: $89-$119/night double occupancy ($10 per extra 

person/night) 
 

Alternative: Campsites are available at Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge (~18 mi south of 
Crystal Springs) on a first come-first serve basis, free of charge (no advanced registration 
available for individuals).  Camp areas have NO running water. Due to hunting and fishing 
season, the campground is expected to fill quickly for the weekend.  Contact Tim Parker, Visitor 
Services Specialist, at timothy_parker@fws.com for group camping arrangements. For more 
information, check out http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Pahranagat/.  

 
Food and Supplies 
 
Gas stations are available in Alamo (Sinclair Station 51 Broadway St) and in Ash Springs (6 mi 
south of Crystal Springs, US Hwy 93).  A full service grocery store is located next to the Sinclair 
Station on Hwy (Hours: 5am-10pm Fri + Sat, 6am-7pm Sun). Participants are responsible for 
their own meals on Friday, Saturday and Sunday morning, and Sunday evening after the trip. 
Lunch will be provided on Saturday and Sunday. A group meal will be served at the Windmill 
Ridge on Saturday evening.  

http://www.alamoinn-nevada.com/
http://www.wind-mill-ridge.com/
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Pahranagat/
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Directions & Map (All lodging options can be accessed off of US-93) 
 
From Las Vegas (South), to Alamo: Take 15-N out of Las Vegas for ~25 miles. Take exit 64 for US-
93N/Great Basin Hwy toward Pioche & Ely. Continue on US-93N/Great Basin Hwy for ~73 miles 
into the town of Alamo. 
 

From Reno (North), to Alamo: Take I-80E ~35 miles towards Fernley. Take exit 48 toward E Fernley, 
merge onto I-80Bus W (<1 mi), and exit onto US-50Alt/Lincoln Hwy/E Main St.  Continue on US-5 
Alt E/Lincoln Hwy/Reno Hwy for ~25 mi until you reach US-95S. Take US-95S for ~175 mi until 
you reach US-6E. Take US-6E for ~50 mi until your reach NV-375S/Extraterrestrial Hwy. Continue 
on NV-375S for 99 mi until you get to US-93S/Great Basin Hwy. Take US-93S 12 mi into the town of 
Alamo.  
From Alamo, NV to Crystal Springs Rest Area (meeting location for both days): Take US-93N 12 
miles. Head West on NV-375S/Extraterrestrial Hwy for <1 mi. The rest area is at the intersection 
between NV-375 and NV 318.  
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REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 

Devonian Carbonate Platform of Eastern Nevada: Facies, Surfaces, Cycles, 
Sequences, Reefs, and the Cataclysmic Alamo Impact Breccia. 

 

Pacific Section SEPM Fall Field Trip, October 4-6 2013 
 

Field Trip Leaders: John E. Warme (Professor Emeritus, Colorado School of Mines) and  
Mara E. Brady (Assistant Professor, Fresno State, mebrady@csufresno.edu)   

 

REGISTRATION & LODGING RESERVATION DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 26 
 

FIELD TRIP LIMIT: 50 Participants 
PLEASE NOTE that student registration is limited to 8 students per college/university 

 
Each field trip participant is required to complete this Registration Form and accept the Release and Indemnity 
Agreement (on next page) by signing it.  
 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone #: _____________________________ E-mail address: _____________________________________ 
 
LODGING ARRANGEMENTS (to be arranged by participants prior to registration): Check one    
 

Alamo Inn______  Windmill Ridge______ Camping_____  
 
Please note any DIETARY RESTRICTIONS (allergies, vegetarian, etc.)_______________________________________  
 
REQUIRED REGISTRATION FEE (which pays for field trip guidebook, Saturday & Sunday lunches and soft beverages, 
and Saturday dinner). Write the number of registrations of each type included in your payment. 
 
 PS-SEPM Member / non-student       $150_______ 
  
 Non-Member/non-student       $170_______ 
 (3-year membership included) 
 
 Student Member (Institution__________________________________)  $25_______ 
 
 Student Non-Member (Institution ______________________________)  $30_______ 
 (3-year membership included) 
 
Total: No cash or credit card. Check only; made payable to PS-SEPM Total $_________ 
 
 

Mail Registration Form and signed Release & Indemnity Agreement with payment NO LATER THAN  
September 26, 2013 to:  

Wayne Henderson, Department of Geological Sciences, California State University, Fullerton,  
800 North State College Blvd., Fullerton, CA 92834-6850 

 
---KEEP A COPY OF THIS FORM FOR YOUR RECORDS--- 

 
 

mailto:mebrady@csufresno.edu
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RELEASE  AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT 
PS-SEPM   2013  FALL  FIELD TRIP 

 
In consideration of the receipt by registrant (“Registrant”) of permission from the Pacific Section Society for 

Sedimentary Geology (PS-SEPM) to register for and participate in the PS-SEPM 201   Fall Field Trip to be conducted 
October 4-6, 2013, and entitled "Devonian Platform of Eastern Nevada", registrant hereby releases and will indemnify, 
defend, and hold harmless Pacific Section SEPM and Global SEPM, the agents, officers, servants, and employees of each, 
and those persons in charge of and/or conducting any of the Adjunct Activities, including without limitation the leader or 
leaders of the Field Trip (hereafter referred to as “Indemnitee” or “Indemnitees”) of and from any and all liabilities, claims, 
demands, actions, and causes of action whatsoever arising out of or relating to any loss, damage, or injury, including death, 
as may be sustained by Registrant, and to any loss, damage, or injury to any property of Registrant’s, while involved in any 
way with the Field Trip, including without limitation any exhibition component thereof or any of the Adjunct Activities. 

Registrant is fully aware that the Field Trip may involve hazardous and/or dangerous activities and/or being in or 
around hazardous conditions and recognizes and accepts the risks, known and unknown, involved on the Field Trip, 
including without limitation those involved in traveling to and from the site or sites of the Field Trip (whether by air, water, or 
land transportation) and at and during all stops and layovers during the Field Trip. The provisions of this paragraph shall in 
no way serve to limit or restrict Registrant’s release and indemnity of PS-SEPM and those persons in charge of and/or 
conducting any of the Adjunct Activities. 

This release and indemnity includes without limitation liabilities, claims, demands, actions, and causes of action to or 
by third parties as well as to or by Registrant. This release and indemnity includes without limitation liabilities, claims, demands, 
actions and causes of action arising out of or relating to any loss, damage, or injury caused in any way by the concurrent or 
contributory negligence of any Indemnitee. This release and indemnity includes without limitation liabilities, claims, demands, 
actions and causes of action arising out of or relating to any loss, damage, or injury caused in any way by the sole negligence 
of any Indemnitee. Having made all inquiries deemed by Registrant to be appropriate, Registrant hereby voluntarily assumes 
all risks of loss, damage, or injury, including death, as may be sustained by Registrant or any property of Registrant while 
involved in any way with this field excursion. 

In the event the release by Registrant of any Indemnitee of any liability, claim, demand, action, or cause of action 
described herein is determined to be invalid or unenforceable, Registrant agrees that Registrant’s total recovery of damages 
from the Indemnitees, or any of them, both actual and punitive, shall be limited to the cost of the registration for the field trip 
and the costs of tuition or other charges paid by Registrant for Registrant’s participation in any of the Adjunct Activities. 

In the event any provision of this Release and Indemnity Agreement is determined to be invalid or unenforceable, 
all other provisions hereof shall continue to be enforceable and shall be interpreted as though said invalid provision had 
never been contained herein. The provisions of this Release and Indemnity Agreement shall be binding upon Registrant’s 
heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, and personal representatives. 

This Release and Indemnity Agreement shall be governed by and construed and enforced in accordance with the 
laws of the State of California, United States of America (without regard to any conflict of laws and principles). All actions, 
suits and proceedings arising out of or in connection with this Release and Indemnity Agreement shall be brought to the 
District Court of California, United States of America, which shall be the exclusive forum therefore. Registrant hereby 
irrevocably submits, in person, to the jurisdiction and process of the District Court of California, United States of America. 
 
By consenting to the terms of this Release and Indemnity Agreement with a signature, Registrant 
acknowledges that: 
 

1. He or she has read and understands the above terms of this Release and Indemnity Agreement, and 
agrees to them voluntarily. 

 
2. He or she is allowed to register for and participate in the field trip and any adjunct activities. 
 

3. Consenting to the terms of this document is essential to allowing Registrant to register for 
and participate in this field trip and any adjunct activities. 

 
Print Name                                                                                                          
 
Signed                                                                                                                
 
Dated:                                           
    KEEP A COPY OF THIS FORM FOR YOUR RECORDS  
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      DAVID  BOTTJER   Receives   2013  PS-SEPM   Honorary   Membership    Award  
    
 
I am very pleased to announce that David J. Bottjer is being awarded an honorary membership to PS-
SEPM in recognition of Dave’s contributions to the society, the science of paleontology and 
sedimentology and to the education of many undergraduate and graduate students over the years.  Dave is 
well-loved by his many former students and colleagues, who have enjoyed his enthusiasm, scientific 
curiosity, creativity, and unique paleo-perspective, as well as his off-kilter sense of humor. 
 
Dave was born in New York City and simultaneously attended Haverford College while working on his 
BSc in geology at neighboring Bryn Mawr College (where he also met his wife, Sarah).  Dave earned an 
MA from SUNY Binghamton and his PhD at Indiana University.  Following a USGS post-doc at the 
Smithsonian and field work in the wilds of Arkansas, Dave went to work at the University of Southern 
California, where he remains today.  Dave has mentored many students over the years, including 21 MSc 
students and 25 PhD students.  Dave served as president of PS-SEPM in 2001, edited an important society 
publication on Cretaceous Depositional Environments in the Santa Ana Mountains (1982), which  I and 
others still use today, and has contributed multiple manuscripts to PS-SEPM volumes. 
 
Dave’s scientific interests are multidisciplinary, spanning both paleontology and sedimentology.  Dave’s 
research has frequently been ground-breaking, including studies of onshore-offshore trends, infaunal and 
epifaunal tiering, evolutionary paleoecology, cyclostratigraphy, ichnofabric, the Permian-Triassic and 
Triassic-Jurassic mass extinctions, recovery from mass extinctions, fossil cold seeps, Baja-British 
Columbia tectonic history, and the history and paleoecology of early metazoans during the Ediacaran and 
Cambrian Periods.  Much of this work has closely involved PhD and MSc students, many of whom have 
gone onto successful careers in academia and industry themselves. 
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In addition to service to PS-SEPM, Dave has also served as editor-in-chief of PALAIOS and is currently 
the editor-in-chief of Palaeogeography, Palaeoecology, Palaeoclimatology, and has served as guest editor 
of countless theme volumes.  Dave served as president of the Paleontological Society, is a Fellow of the 
Geological Society of America and the Paleontological Society, and has served as a co-editor for the past 
20 years of a Columbia University Press book series on important events in the history of life.   
 For all of his accomplishments, Dave is one of the most approachable and generous people that I have 
had the pleasure of working with.  I count myself very fortunate to have spent time in Dave’s lab at USC, 
and look back fondly on my time when Dave was my advisor.  Dave taught me not only how to do 
science and be the scientist I can be, but also how to be an excellent advisor (Dave is one of the best!), 
teacher, and collaborator.  I am honored that Dave asked me to be his citationist, and am even more 
pleased to bestow this award upon him.  Congratulations Dave! 
 
Adam Woods, PhD., Associate Professor, Department of Geological Sciences, California State 
University, Fullerton, September 2013 
 
PLEASE  NOTE:  There will be a catered reception at the Spring 2014 
Convention In Bakersfield, where we will celebrate Dave’s achievements and 
award. All Are Welcome! 
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RANDOM  NOTES 
 
 
 
Cooper  Award  2013  Recipient  Selected 
 
Many fine student posters were presented at the 2013 spring convention in Monterey CA. PS-SEPM 
judges  reviewed and voted for one to receive our annual John D. Cooper Award. This year’s deserving 
winner was for the following presentation: 

 

Nolasco, Jasmyn M. and Marsaglia, Kathleen M., 2013, California State University - Northridge, 
Pliocene to Quaternary Terrigenous and Calcareous succession at  ODP Site 1119 off New 
Zealand as a Drift Reservoir Analogue 

 
 
Congratulations to Jasmyn Nolasco and Kathie Marsaglia! A cash award was presented by PS-SEPM. 
together with a plaque. 
 
 
 
Spring 2014  Joint  PS-SEPM and  PS-AAPG  Annual  Convention 
April 27 - 30, 2013,  Bakersfield, CA 
 
Our annual joint spring convention with PS-AAPG will be held in Bakersfield next April. Organization 
for this event is presently underway. . We are actively seeking involvement from other PS-SEPM 
members who may wish to organize theme sessions, short courses or field trips.  
A theme session and Memorial field trip to Cuyama Basin are being planned in honor of Gene 
Fritsche. More formal announcements and convention details will be posted subsequently on both the PS-
SEPM and PS-AAPG web sites. 
 
Please contact PS-SEPM President-Elect Tom Anderson or Secretary/Managing Editor Mario Caputo 
should you have interest and/or suggestions. 
 
The continued success of these events depends upon your participation! Thank You!! 
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PS-SEPM  Web  Site   
 
Tony Carrasco of San Diego State University returned last year to the role as PS-SEPM Web Master. .  
New web page contents may be viewed at  www.pacificsectionsepm.org. 
 
The web site includes details of the PS-SEPM organization, convention/meeting information, field trip 
information, list of PS-SEPM publications available for purchase, past field trip and convention photos, 
Society awards, newsletter archive, status of new endeavors such as the AAPG Data Pages project 
(discussed below), and historical archives of the Society (past awards, past Executive Committee 
members, etc.). 
 
The web page is continuously a work-in-progress, and will be evolving constantly to best serve the needs 
of our membership. Your comments and suggestions are welcomed and encouraged!   
 
 
 
PS-SEPM  Awards  Honor John  Crowell  and  Ray  Ingersoll 
 

The Executive Committee of PS-SEPM has voted to create two additional new annual awards, the John 
C. Crowell Award for outstanding graduate presentation, and the Raymond V. Ingersoll Award for 
outstanding undergraduate senior thesis in sedimentary geology. . PROFESSORS ARE 
ENCOURAGED TO ALERT THEIR STUDENTS AS TO THESE AWARDS, and ENCOURAGE 
SUBMITTAL OF CANDIDATES! 

 
 
 
Electronic  Catalog  Of  PS-SEPM  Publications:   In  Progress! 

http://www.pacificsectionsepm.org/
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The Executive Committee has entered into contract for scanning and electronic (PDF) availability of ALL PS-
SEPM publications, via the AAPG “Data Pages” Project. The E-copies include rare, old and out-of-print 
publications as well as those still in print (see Publication List at rear of this newsletter). Thank you to those 
members who have graciously provided copies of their out-of-print and rare publications!  The digitizing process 
has is scheduled for completion in early 2014. Portions of our catalog are now available for sale via the AAPG Data 
Pages web site. 
 
PS-SEPM Secretary and Managing Editor Mario Caputo has worked diligently to  research, collect and coordinate 
the scanning of  these publications, interfacing with the AAPG Data Pages project representatives to ensure 
successful completion of this important project. Thank you Mario for all of your efforts! 
 
Our goal is to eventually make E-copies available as PDF documents for sale via the NEW PS-SEPM web site, in 
part to encourage sales of our entire outstanding publications catalog to universities, corporations, libraries, etc. as 
an added revenue stream. Marketing of the PS-SEPM catalog via the Data Pages consultants is part of our contract 
agreement. 
 
More details and status updates will be provided as the project progresses.  
 
 
 
 
Historical  Archive  Of  PS-SEPM 
 
We are actively seeking anyone with information regarding the  history of PS-SEPM to please contact 
Ray Ingersoll (ringer@ucla.ess.edu) with this information, so that we may develop a comprehensive 
historical archive for our web site. Thus far, efforts have produced an impressive first draft of this 
archive…many thanks to Ray for spearheading this project! 
 
Information of interest includes  a) listing of past officers;  b) listing of past field trips and their leaders,  
and c) listing of those who have received PS-SEPM awards. 
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              PACIFIC  SECTION - SEPM 
MEMBERSHIP   INFORMATION,  2013 - 2014 

 
The Pacific Section SEPM has grown to become an international society with more than 400 members, 

attracting students and working professionals from the United States, mainly from California and other Pacific 
states including Hawaii and Alaska, and from Canada, Europe, Asia, and South America.  Help maintain the vitality 
of the Pacific Section, SEPM by renewing your membership and recruiting new members, especially undergraduate 
and graduate students majoring in the geosciences. Please distribute  copies of the membership form (provided 
on the next page ) to colleagues and students who have an interest in sedimentary geology. The form is available 
also on the PS-SEPM website.     
 A Lifetime Membership is also available for a one-time dues payment. See schedule below for age and 
payment categories. Honorary and Lifetime Members  are permanent members of the Society; they are exempt, of 
course, from further dues payments. Please send your membership application or renewal to:  
 
 

Wayne Henderson, PS-SEPM Membership Manager 
Department of Geological Sciences 
California State University, Fullerton 

Fullerton CA 92834-6850 
 
 

PLEASE PROVIDE/UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS WHEN YOU RENEW!! 
(Otherwise You Will NOT Receive Future Newsletters And Announcements!) 

(Except As Described Below) 
 
 
Membership Dues 
 

Regular membership dues:   
  $  7.50 for a 1-year professional membership 
  $20.00 for a 3-year professional membership 
  $  5.00 for a 3-year student membership 
  (Please add $25.00 to each category if you wish to receive Hardcopy  
  versions of the Newsletter) 
   

                                 Lifetime membership dues:  
                                                   $150.00 for age group 20-40 years 
                                                   $100.00 for age group 40-60 years 
                                                   $  50.00 for age group 60 years and older 
    (Please add $50.00 for each category if you wish to receive Hardcopy  
    Newsletters) 
 
 
 

Good Reasons for Joining the Pacific Section SEPM   
• The Pacific Section SEPM is one of the premier geological societies of western North America.   
• Members benefit from discounts on superbly done field-trip guidebooks and special publications that address 

sedimentologic, stratigraphic and paleogeographic aspects of the Pacific region of the United States.  
• Your membership dues sustain the Society by helping defray costs of publications. They further help support 

the operation of the California Well Data Repository (for borehole logs, cores, cuttings, microfossils, and other 
data) in Bakersfield, California.   

• A Society Website provides up-to-date information on officers and other members, field trips and conferences, 
short courses, publications, and job openings:   
 

 

NEW WEB ADDRESS!       http://www.pacificsectionsepm.org 
BOOKMARK THE ABOVE WEB ADDRESS FOR QUICK REFERENCE!

http://www.pacificsectionsepm.org/
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Pacific Section – SEPM (Society for Sedimentary Geology) 
Membership Form, 2013-2014 

 
 

Renew                                               New Member                                        
 
 
 

Last Name First Name Middle Name or Initial 

 

Preferred Mailing Address: Business or Home – COMPLETE ONLY ONE 
 
 
 

Business 

Company or  Teaching Institution 
 
 

Street or P. O. Box # 
 
City 
 

State Postal Code 

 

 
Home 

Street or P. O. Box # 
 
City 
 

State Postal Code 

 
 

 

UPDATE Email Address 
 

Employment 
Employer Name  

Job Title  
 

Education 
Highest Degree Earned  

Year Earned  
Institution  

Specialization  
 

State Certifications/Registrations  
 

Regular 
Memberships 

(check    one ) 

1-year professional  $   7.50  
3-year professional $20.00  

3-year student   $   5.00  
Lifetime 

Memberships 
(check    age group) 

20-40 years old $150.00  
40-60 years old $100.00  

60 years old and older   $  50.00  
 
 

Make check payable to “Pacific Section, SEPM” and send to:   Wayne Henderson 
        PS-SEPM Membership Manager 
        Department of Geological Sciences 
        CSU Fullerton 
        Fullerton, CA  92834-6850 
 
 

PLEASE HELP INCREASE MEMBERSHIP IN THE PACIFIC SECTION – SEPM.  
COPY THIS FORM AND GIVE IT TO STUDENTS AND COLLEAGUES WHO SHARE AN INTEREST IN SEDIMENTOLOGY. 

Telephone 
Business  

Home  
FAX  
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PS-SEPM PUBLICATIONS ORDERING AND PAYMENTS 
 

(Please use the previous pages to indicate the desired books, quantity, and member/non-member 
pricing) 

 
ORDER SUBTOTAL:                                                                                        ____________ 
 
SHIPPING: (domestic rate - 10% of total book cost; $3.00 minimum):      ____________         
 
 

TOTAL REMITTANCE:   ___________            
 
PAYMENT: 
 
Make check payable to Pacific Section SEPM or provide credit card information.   
 

VISA, MasterCard, or Am Ex (circle one)  
 
Card # (print clearly):  
 
Expiration date (mo/yr):                                   3-digit CVC # (on back of card):                   
 
Signature:  
 
Send payment and order form to:  
 

Mario V. Caputo 
             1674 Maywood Avenue 

                                   Upland, CA  91784 
 

             Attn: PS-SEPM Publications 
 
SHIPPING ADDRESS - Please print CLEARLY:  
 

Name:  
 
Address;  
 
 
Telephone #:  
 
Email address:  

 
PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

 
KEEP A COPY OF THIS ORDER FORM FOR YOUR RECORDS 

 

 
 


